PATENT 
PDNO: 10010106-1 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of scrolling through information displayed on a display screen 
of an electronic device, the display screen including a screen pointer controllable 
by a user with a screen pointing device, the method comprising: 

providing a first plurality of user selectable scrolling zones on the display 
screen, each scrolling zone in the first plurality of scrolling zones associated with 
a scrolling technique; 

receiving zone selection information identifying a first one of the 
scrolling zones selected by a user with the screen pointing device; and 

scrolling through the displayed information based on the scrolling 
technique associated with the selected scrolling zone. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein each scrolling technique corresponds to 
a scrolling speed. 

3 . The method of claim 1 , wherein each scrolling technique corresponds to 
a scrolling granularity. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the scrolling granularities include line 
scrolling, paragraph scrolling, and page scrolling. 

5. The method of claim 1 , wherein each scrolling zone in the first plurality 
of scrolling zones corresponds to scrolling in a first direction, the method further 
comprising: 

providing a second plurality of user selectable scrolling zones on the 
display screen, each scrolling zone in the second plurality of scrolling zones 
associated with a scrolling technique and corresponding to scrolling in a second 
direction that is different from the first direction. 
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6. The method of claim 5, wherein the first plurality of scrolling zones is 
positioned substantially adjacent to a top of the display screen and corresponds 
to upward scrolling, and wherein the second plurality of scrolling zones is 
positioned substantially adjacent to a bottom of the display screen and 
corresponds to downward scrolling. 

7. The method of claim 5, wherein the first plurality of scrolling zones is 
positioned substantially adjacent to a left edge of the display screen and 
corresponds to leftward scrolling, and wherein the second plurality of scrolling 
zones is positioned substantially adjacent to a right edge of the display screen 
and corresponds to rightward scrolling. 

8. The method of claim 5, and further comprising: 

providing a third and a fourth plurality of user selectable scrolling zones 
on the display screen, each scrolling zone in the third plurality of scrolling zones 
associated with a scrolling technique and corresponding to scrolling in a third 
direction that is different from the first and the second directions, each scrolling 
zone in the fourth plurality of scrolling zones associated with a scrolling 
technique and corresponding to scrolling in a fourth direction that is different 
from the first, second, and third directions. 

9. The method of claim 1 , and further comprising: 

displaying a first plurality of zone representations on the display screen 
representing the first plurality of user selectable scrolling zones. 

1 0. The method of claim 9, wherein each of the zone representations 
indicates a scrolling technique. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, wherein each of the zone representations 
indicates a boundary of a user selectable scrolling zone. 
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12. The method of claim 1 , wherein the scrolling techniques associated with 
the scrolling zones are user definable. 

1 3 . The method of claim 1 , wherein the first plurality of user selectable 
scrolling zones are spread substantially across the entire display screen. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the first plurality of user selectable 
scrolling zones are spaced apart from each other. 

1 5. The method of claim 1 4, wherein the first plurality of user selectable 
scrolling zones includes nine scrolling zones organized into three columns and 
three rows. 

1 6. The method of claim 1 4, and further comprising: 
sensing a current position of the screen pointer; 

identifying a scrolling zone that is positioned near the current position of 
the screen pointer; and 

automatically positioning the screen pointer over the identified scrolling 

zone. 

17. The method of claim 1 , and further comprising: 

providing at least one user selectable action zone on the display screen, 
the at least one action zone associated with a display modifying action. 

1 8 . The method of claim 1 7, and further comprising: 

varying the display modifying action associated with the at least one 
action zone based upon the content currently displayed on the display screen. 

19. An electronic device comprising: 

a display screen for displaying information, the display screen including 
a screen pointer controllable by a user with a screen pointing device, the display 
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screen including a first plurality of user selectable scrolling zones, each scrolling 
zone in the first plurality of scrolling zones associated with a scrolling technique; 
and 

a controller for receiving zone selection information identifying a first 
one of the scrolling zones selected by a user with the screen pointing device, the 
controller configured to cause information displayed on the display screen to 
scroll based on the scrolling technique associated with the selected scrolling 
zone. 

20. The device of claim 1 9, wherein each scrolling technique corresponds to 
a scrolling speed. 

2 1 . The device of claim 1 9, wherein each scrolling technique corresponds to 
a scrolling granularity. 

22. The device of claim 2 1 , wherein the scrolling granularities include line 
scrolling, paragraph scrolling, and page scrolling. 

23. A method of scrolling through information displayed on a display screen 
of an electronic device, the display screen including a screen pointer controllable 
by a user with a screen pointing device, the method comprising: 

receiving mode selection information from a user, the mode selection 
information indicating that a user has selected a scroll mode; 

receiving movement information provided by a user with the screen 
pointing device; 

determining a first movement direction and a first movement velocity 
based on the received movement information; 

moving the screen pointer based on the received movement information; 

and 

scrolling the displayed information on the display screen in a direction 
corresponding to the first movement direction and in an amount based on the 
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first movement velocity, the scrolling amount greater than the amount of 
movement of the screen pointer. 
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